
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Eternity Inscribed in You”
Mark 12:18-27

Main Point: We have been created for eternity, which is affirmed in God’s Word and is possible 
by God’s power.

TRUTHS about eternity inscribed in you:
You can’t know heavenly truth by applying worldly wisdom (18-23).

The Sadducees, who didn’t believe in the resurrection, came to Jesus with their own 
trick question. The question was meant to point out how ridiculous the idea of resurrection was 
in connection to practical realities in life. Who would the lady be married to in the resurrection if 
she was rightly married to all of the brothers at one time in her life here on earth? Based on 
worldly wisdom, the answer to the question was clear and clearly created major problems for 
the idea of resurrection. The Sadducees fell into the trap of applying worldly wisdom to try to 
understand heavenly truth. The same is true today. You can’t know heavenly truth by applying 
worldly wisdom alone.
1. From a worldly perspective, the Sadducees’ question was a great question. Why?
2. In what ways do people still apply worldly wisdom in trying to deny heavenly truth?
3. In responding to those who deny heavenly truth with worldly wisdom, is it insufficient to 

respond with worldly wisdom or logic alone? Why, or why not?
4. Are there any heavenly truths that you struggle to believe? Are you applying worldly wisdom 

to try to understand these truths? Discuss.

You can know heavenly truth by relying on God’s Word and power (24).
Jesus quickly pointed to the heart of the problem with the Sadducees, which revealed 

the problem of faith that they had in their hearts. Jesus pointed to two, connected issues. First, 
the Sadducees simply didn’t know the Scriptures. As Jesus would go on to emphasize, God’s 
Word made the reality of eternal life a clear reality from the very begining. Second, because the 
Sadducees didn’t really know the Scriptures, they failed to have real faith in the power of God. 
Faith in the power of God doesn’t rule out the improbable or even the impossible, regardless of 
what worldly wisdom says. Knowing heavenly truth requires knowing God: Faith in His Word 
and His power.
1. Jesus said a lot in one, simple verse! Discuss the two issues that Jesus identified. How are 

these two issues connected to each other? What role does faith play in either?
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2. What are you doing to grow in knowing the Scriptures in your life? How does — and how can 
— your small group help you in growing in knowing the Scriptures? What do you need to do 
this year to grow in your knowledge of God’s Word?

3. Truly knowing God’s power requires knowledge and faith. Do you agree? Why? Pray for one 
another — and others who need knowledge and faith — that you would know God’s power.

You can know that life and relationships are qualitatively different in eternity (25).
While there are different interpretations of this verse, there is one thing that is clear: 

Jesus made it clear that life and relationships in heaven are qualitatively different than on earth! 
In heaven, believers don’t marry and aren’t given in marriage. In heaven, believers have a 
qualitatively different purpose for God, worshiping and serving Him for eternity. What Jesus 
makes clear is that the Sadducees — and you and me — are inscribed for a qualitatively 
different life in eternity that this life can’t compare with, so while we may not have all of the 
answers about life in heaven, we can know that it will be qualitatively different than life here on 
earth.
1. People often talk about married people being reunited in heaven. How is this true or false 

based on God’s Word? Does this miss the point of heaven in some way? How, and why?
2. What does it mean that believers will be like angels? God’s Word doesn’t provide much detail, 

but what are some things from God’s Word that would bring clarity to this verse?
3. What are the things that excite you about heaven (make sure they are supported by God’s 

Word). Make a list, and then discuss the list in your group.

You can know that eternity is inscribed in you for life with God forever (26-27).
Jesus pointed back to a portion of Scripture that the Sadducees would have known and 

accepted, which was the call of Moses in Exodus 3. He quoted the words of God to emphasize 
that resurrection was a reality in the purpose of God from the very beginning. Obviously, God 
isn’t claiming to be the God of dead people who have no existence; rather, God is the God of 
the living! In these powerful words, Jesus challenged the Sadducees to replace worldly wisdom 
with God’s truth. He called them to faith in the God who created them for eternal life with Him. 
Today, by faith, you can still know that eternity is inscribed in you because God desires to give 
you life with Him forever.
1. Jesus’ final words were emphatic: “You are quite wrong.” Jesus made a point to emphasize 

the reality of the resurrection in connection to eternal relationship with God. Discuss what this 
reveals about the heart of God and the good news of the resurrection through Jesus.

2. Discuss the reality that eternity is inscribed in us: Men and women made in the image of God. 
What are the implications of that in terms of the way that we should view others: Believers 
and unbelievers?

3. Are you praying for someone who is lost? Are you sharing the Gospel with those who don’t 
know Jesus? How does remembering that eternity is inscribed in us impact these important 
acts of faith and obedience in our lives?

4. Make a list of people you know who need Jesus. Break into groups of two or three in your 
group, and pray that God will help them see the reality of eternity in their lives. Pray that God 
will draw them to Jesus! Pray that God will use you to share the good news of the gift of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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